WELCOME TO THE WORLD OF FIGS

When it comes to fig trees, everybody has a “Fig Story.” We've haeard them all, *my grandiather
had a fig tree in Brooklyn,” they will starl, “that was so big that it took B people o wrap up every
Hovember with rope, straw, canpets and tar paper.” Then every May they repealed the unwrapping
process to gl it ready for suwmmer. B you Esten closely they will abvays say that, *grandpa's iree® or
“thaxir father’s free” always had figs as big as Bosc pears or Bartlett pears.

What you are really hearing are chWahood memanies, They were viewing the figs through the eves
ol a child. Remember whan you were a kid, everything looked big! And that's where all those colos-
sal figs came from, the eyes of a child,

Eighty-five percant of the fig trees in Brooklyn and Quesns were Italian ever-beasing or Brown
Turkey figs. The black figs were Black Mission figs and most of the white figs were Kadota figs.

These four variaties were the “Ploneer” varnielios so to speak, because they produced figs in mod-
erately hot summers and bumper-crops in very hol l6ng sSufmmens, gving two crops a year.

It you ane burying a fig tree for the first time, it would be wise io stick to these four proven varieties
because when theso fig trees reward you with thedr delicious flavor and individual taste, you will be
hookad and then, and enly then will you be ready to try some of the ethnic varieties from around the
globe!

Figs comae in different sizes, shapes and colors. White ones, black ones, purple cnes, purple-
rads, green and reddish-brown. Some ane large, some medium and some small. Some pear-shaped,
soma round, some long and narmow, Some have red; white, amber or strawberry colored canters,
Ona thing they all have in common are they ar all sweet and delicious! There are no sour figs.

Figes require hot weather to ripen. Some fig trees give two crops a year, Some noed long hot sum-
mers with plenty of 90 degree days like the summer of 1985, With figs and grapes you have your
good years and bad years. The waather is the boss. Some varieties will produce figs with a mini-
mum amount of hot weather and othars require the very, very long, hot summers to produce ripe
figs. Fig lavers are always looking for new varieties. Figs that might be a Rtle bigger or a little sweat-
&r of a mone prolific baarer.

Fig lovers are a certain breed, they cant get enough varieties. Thay become fig collectors. They
can't get endugh of them! Wea have over 200 customers who have anywhere from 12 to 25 fig trees
of difterent vaneties, These are serous fig collectors!! These fig frees are their babiles, their sweet-
heans. They knowthgy may not eat figs from all their trees every year, but they also know when the
long, hot summers coma, they stand to reap the rewards for all their years of wailing. It's like tha old
Brocklyn Dodgers wail uniil next year! Ona long hot summer usually makes up for three medium hot
summers.

PLEASE READ AND FOLLOW
INSTRUCTIONS CAREFULLY.
DO NOT IMPROVISE.
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Growing | amerue

In praise of the fig's
many splendors.
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CARING FOR YOUR
FIG TREE

PLEASE READ AND FOLLOW INSTRUCTIONS
CAREFULLY. DO NOT IMPROVISE

Fig trees require a very sunny spot in your garden. South, southwist or western exposure s
the best. Your fig tree can be grown in a comfortable comaines (large pot or whiskey barral) for
many years, il does not have to be planted in the ground. i you have a sunny spot on your patio
or deck, that is whene you should pul your fig tree.

Container figs require a lithe more care and attention than those planted in the ground. They
must be watered twice a day during hot wealfrer. They should have at least 17 of lime on the soil
and a 1-1/2" holding area for water at the top. When you water, water with a low-pressune as not
to disturb the lime on top. Fig trees should be fedtilized with MIFIAL‘LE GRO every 2 waaks (2)
tablespoons per gallon of waber. - 30-AE

When the temperature is over 80 degrees, fedilize once a wnh until thve first week in
Seplember. The benefils of contalner growing figs is you do not have to go through the task of
wrapping your fig tree with sall-hay or tar paper lor the winter so it does not freeze. Figs have
hollow branches, and if cold winds crack them, the tree will die back to ground lavel. If it gets
cold enough, the trea can die.

Comainer or whiskey barrel planting of fig trees is less work in the fall. Before the kst frost,
remove oid drying leaves, tie branches together. If the trea is oo tall to stand i your garags o
shed, prune back branches o accommodalte your trea.

Dwring winter months, while tree is dormant, waber lightly once a month. Do not bring tree out
until after Mothers Day (around the 15th of May), which 2 whan the las! spring frost can ocour in
our area, (LI). If by chance you bring your tree oul and a frost is predicted, just put a large
garbage bag over your free so the frost won't sefile on the yeung tender keaves. When you bring
your tree oul, it will have small leaves and sometimes, figs.

Alzo if you want o make things easy for yourself, put caster wheels on your barrel or & base
with wheels to move it inoof out,

Remember: fig trees require a lof of water and fertilizer. Do Mot allow them to dry out or
dahydratelll

It you plant your fig tree in the ground, make a catch basin with soil around the base of the
tred 1o hold water around the tree.

Winter Storage:

Fig treas should ba brought i after Thanksgiving. Store your fig tree in & garage or well
construcled storage shed, that is "gable-vented.” If there are any windows, cover them to keep
sunlight oul, (use black plastic) walar your tree once a month during winler storage. DO NOT
put saucers or any kind of catch basin under fig tree containers during winter storage.
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FIG VARIETIES
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(a) INDICATES CLASS Il COMMON  (b) INDICATES CLASS Il SAN-PEDTRO
ic) INDIGATES CLASS IV CAPRI FIG (d) INDICATES CLASS Ill SMYRMNA

FETITE HEGRI (&) (CWARF) large purplo-black, dask red center (2 crops)
CELESTE (a) medium, purple-birown, dark red conber, very sweel, sugary
ROYAL VINEYARD (&) large coppery-brown, pear-shaped, dark amber center (2 crops)

ALMA (a} medium, light yellow-ambes, tan flash, small eye (2 crops

NERD (ltaly ) (a} large, purple-rod (wine color) dark center (2 crops)

HARDY CHICAGC (&) medium-large, purple-brown, dark red center (2 crops) (prolific main crop)
OSBOAME PROUIFIC ja) medium, green to brown, amber center, sweel, very prolific, hardy (2 crops)
BLACK SPANISH (Franciscana) (a) large mahogany-back, red camer, very swesl (2 crops)

BLACKJACK (a) large, purple-brown, dark red center, juicy (2 crops) (dwarl-ree, lends 1o spread)
GALBUM fa) large, reddish-brown, e amber cener, dalicalaly swesl (2 crops—prolfic)

BEALL (a) large, reddish-brown, lite ambar centar (1 crop)

MARSEILLES (a) large yollow, clear flesh, very sweel (2 crops) (bears heavy on the 2nd crop)

TEMA (Spanish) () large. yellow, round, clear canter, (2 crops—oondit-hybrid)

HUNTS {a) lange, brown, amber cender (2 crops)

JELLY {a) medium, white, white cenber, sweel, (2 crops) (Southem regions)

ITALIAN PURPLE BEEFERA (a) large, round, purple, sweel, sirawberry center (2 crops)

ITALIAN PURPLE RED {a) madium, round, dark cenber (2 crops)

SICILLAM RED ja) medium, reddish-brown, dark red cenber (2 crops)

COMADRIA (Genoa) (a) large, purple-black, dark red cenber, (Greek-Aboukonis) (2 crops)

TEXAS EVERBEARING (a) large, dark coppery brown, dark cenles, (2 crops)

CHIOS-A (Greek) (a) large, white, pear shape, with strawberry center (2 crops)

CHIDS-B (Greek) (a) modium, reddish-brown, dark red canar, swesl (2 crops)

CHIOSE-C {Greek) (a) large, purple-black, dark red center (Greek-Aboubkonis) (2 crops)

CORFU (Greek) (a) large, while pear shape, dark strawbaery conler, (2 crops) (Greek-Speros)

CRETE (Greek) (a large, white, light strawbesry center (2 crops/iGreek-Konos)

MYKONOS [Greek) (a) large, while, strawbarmy conter (2 crops/Greek- Thina)

MYKONOS (Greek) (&) kangs, pear shape, reddish ko purple black, white lesh, strawtarry canter (Breba
Cwniby) (Greek-Parkounis)

KALAMATA-A (Greek) (a) medium, black with dark red center, sweet, (2 crops)

KALAMATA-B (Greak) (&) larpe, round, white, dark-pink cenler (1 crop)

SICILIAN BLACK (Vema Groasa) (&) medium, biack with dark center (Italian-Agrigenta)

SICILIAN BLACK (Sals) Comlona) (Fico di Capa) (Fico-Mera) (a) medium to large, dark red cander, (2 crops)
ITALY (Pesguale Blanco) (lalian) (&) mediurm, while, dark sirawberry canter (1 crop)

FASCUALE VERNIND (ltakan) (a) medium, black, dark center, (1 crop)

WHITE BARESE (Columbra) () large white, with sirawbarry cenber (2 crops)

MALTA BLACK (Grandparent to Celeste) (a) medium, black, dark red cenler, sweel (2 crops)
MONTELLONE (Genoa, Raly) (&) large round, while, lie amber cenber (2 crops)

1SCHIA BLACK (htaly) (a) madium, black with dark cenber (2 crops)

FICO BIANGO (Calabria, laly (a) large round, white red center (2 crops)

SICILIAN BLAGK (Safs) (Fhco Mera) (o) medium large, dark black, red center, very juicy & sweet (2 crops)
EASTERN BROWN TURKEY (a) Large, coppery brown, dark amber cenber (2 crops)

ITALIAN EVERBEARING (&) large, purple-brown, dark center (2 crops)

FICO BIANCO (Columbo, Haly) (Caserta) (B) large while, white flesh ambaer center (Breba-Cinly) (San Padro)
FICDNEmmmqmmdwlﬁ.w () {mountain fig, 2 crops) medium purple black
willh red Cenber, sweel

SICILIAM FICO ROSS0 (Taranto, Sicily) (Breba-Crop, San Pedro) (B) lange, red fig, white llesh, dark cenber
FICO NERA [Abruzzi, Haly ){Comagic) (&) medium, black fig, white flesh, dark red center (2 crops)
LARGE GREEK WHITE (Cyprus) (a) large, pear shape, dark red cenber (2 cropa)

DESEAT KING (Breba Crop Only—San Pedire) (a) large green wilth red cenber

LATTARLILA (Itakan Honey Fig) (&) large, dark amber canler, very juicy (w crops)

PETER'S HOMEY (&) medium, round, yellow-green, ark amber caner, wery juicy, sweet (2 crops)
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SICILIAN (Catanda) (a) langs, pear-shapa, green-brown, dask golden amber cenler (2 crops)
HEVARELLA (Oregon) () medium brown, amber canter (prolific)

FICC FIORI BIFARA (Caserta) (a) large, purple-brown, red cenber, (2 crops)

WHITE KADOTA {a) large, yellow-green, amber cener (2 crops)

BLACK MISSION fa) large, purpla-black, strawbedty canler, sweel, (2 crops)

VERTE (kschia Groen) (Haly) (a) large, green, amber center (2 crops)

SCILIAN WHITE (Artata Musomel) (a) large, green-yellow, thick pink to amber cenler, (2 crops)
GENOA fa) large, white, yellow-green sirawberry red center (2 crops)

MEGRONNE (a) lasge, purple-black, pearshape. dark red center, very sweet (2 crops)

FICO BLANCO (Bifara Musomelli ) (Sicily) () large, mottied-green-yellow, golden ambar centar
{2 crops)

FICC NERA (Siciliano Bitara) (San Pedro) (b) large, black, white flash, dark-ambar cander
[Breba cnly)

SAN PEDRO (Califomia) () large, purple-brown (Turkey), dadk red conter, (2 crops)

EXCEL () medium-large, while, dark amber center (2 crops) (Condit hybrid)

CONANT (&) medium, brown, ambor center, very swasl (2 crops)

SICILIAN (Agrigenta) (Bitara I} (a) large, round, purpla-red, dark centes, (2 crops)

PALESTINE BLACK ABDULLAH {b) medum, white lesh, amber centor

FICO BIANCO ATREAND (Durazzanc, Haly) (a) large, round, yellow-shita, e pink strawbarry
center (2 crops)

FICO NERA PAESE (Foggia) (ltalian) (a) medium, black, dark-red cenier, [ crops)

LARGE ROUND WHITE (Lombandy) (Morthem Mountain Fig) (a) kange, white, dark-amber canter
(2 crops)

CRETE GREEK FIG (Knosos Temple Ruins) (Hank) {s)

GREEK FIG (Santoring (Hank) (a)

GILLETTE (Edible Capri Fig) (¢} medium to large, white, white center, big seods, solid Baver

12 crops)

FICUS PALMATUM (ndia) (Hank) o) smad, groen, edble, (understock used fer gradting)
BROWMN GREEK WHITE (Salesika, San Padro) (Breba only) (b) large, while, while contar
RACKIOTKI VAVTO (Greek Macedonia) (San Pedro) (b) large, white, dark-amber center
FICO PICCOLO BIANCO (Calabria, Italy }fa) small, white, lite-amber cenler, (2 crops)
CHIOS-D (Graok) (a) lange, green-brown, dark golden ambar conter (2 cops)

FICDY BIANCO SICILIAMO (Sicily) (a) large, white, dark-red cenber, (2 crops)

VASILIKA SEKA (Greek, Athens) (King & Cueen) (a) large, white, pear-shape blood-red center
(2 crops)

ATHENS (Found North of Athens) (a) large, white, round dark red center (2 crops)

LARGE GREEK (Kephlonia) (a) lange, red, red conter

CRETE (Greek) (b) large, round, black, white Besh, amber canter

CRETE (Breba Only) (San Pedra) ity

CRETE GREEK FIG (Hank)

ATHENS GREEK FIG (Hanik)

SICILIAN WHITE (Raftadale, Siclly ) (Sal's) fa) large, white, round, white flesh, Be canter (2 crops)

Mﬁ#?’ MNEwW VABIETI&ES meT LiSTED,
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ETHNIC FIGS

In addition 1o these figs, saved seedlings from figs developed in breeding programs, there are a

mumber of other fig varieties known o the United States. Immigrants cften brought cullings with them

and propagated them hare. The ULS. Department of Agricufture had a very active importation

program in the 18805, their most noteworthy importation was the nearly 100 varietios in the Chiswick

Collecticn fram Great Britain. Many of our best figs deive from it. Detalls are given in Gustay

Eisan's The Fig: its Mistory, Culture and Curing. The LISDA imports taparad off after this, but a fow

varigties continue to dribble in. Recent impons include Schar Amber from Israsl and Zidi from

Tunisia. The most recent USDA import | know about is that of Nazari from lsrael in 1997, There are

also rumers about figs smuggled in without USDA permits. | do not condone such activities. Many of

thesa emuggled into the U.S., however, were smugghed in by immigrants decades ago. Some that

probably fall in this category are Chicago Hardy and Sal's Figs.

Sal's Fig was introduced info the trade by the DiPacla family who own the Belleclare Nursery, 671

O Country Road, Plaimdew, NY 11803 (516) 681-4777 (no mail orders urdartunataly). Here is their

sales list with comments on origin‘ethnicity and descriptions provided by the DiPaclas, | have also

included some figs collected from growers of ethnic figs by Paul Tracewski of Tolland, GT:

= Acarn Red—Tracewski's collection

* Aboukounis Black (Greekl—Large, purple-black with dark red pulp. Two crops. Synonym; Chios G

= Anton White—Tracewski's collection

+ Baresa White (Italian}—Large white with strawbemy puls. Two crops. Synonym: Columbro

+ Chios Red (Groek)—Medium, reddish-brown with dark red pulp. Sweet. Two crops

+ Chios White (Greek)—Large, white, pear-shaped. Strawberr pulp, Two crops

* Corlu (Greek)—Large, white pear-shaped with dark strawbery pulp. Two crops

+ Crete (Greek]—Large, whibe, light strawberry pulp. Two erops. Synonym: Kronos

+ Domestic Red-Black—Tracewski's collection

+ Fico Bianco (Calabria, Haly),Large, round with red pulp. Twe crops

* Fico Bianco (Calumbro, Italy), Lange, white with amber pulp. Breba crop only. (San Padro type)

* Fico Mera (Abruzzi, taly}—Medium black fig with dark-red pulp. Two crops. Synonym: Coragio

* Fico Nera Dusmane (San Angelo DiLembardi, HMaly)l—Meadium, purple-black with red-dark pulp.
Swaet, Synonym: Moutain Fig

* Fico Rosso (Taranto, Sicily}—Large, red fig with dark-red pulp, Breba crop only (San Pedro type)

* Frank’s White—Tracewski's collection

* Halian Everbearing—Large purpla-brown with dark-red pulp. Two crops

» Hakian Purple Beefera—Langa, round, purple with strawberry pulp. Sweel, Two crops

* Halkian Purple Red—Madium, round, purple with strawbenmy pulp. Sweat. Two crops

+ Kalamata Black (Greak}—Medium, black with dark-red pulp. Swael, Twe crops

+ Kalamata White (Greek)—Lare, round, with dark-pink pulp. Main crop only.

* Large Greek White (Gypriot}—Large, pear-shaped with dark-red pulp. Two crops

+ Larocca Greak Whie—Tracewskins collaction

+ Larocca Sicilian Black—Tracewskl's collection

* Mahta Black—Nedium, black dark-red pulp. Sweel. Two crops. DiPacla says it is a grandparent of
Celeste. Very possible since celeste has only main crop figs

* Mantelicne Black (Halian)—Tracewski's collection

* Mykonos Black (Greekl—Large with strawbomy pulp. Two crops. Synonym: thina

* Pasquale Bianco (Halian)—Madium white with dark-strawberr pulp. Main crops only

* Pasguale DeVive's Black (alian}—Tracewski's collection

* Pasquale Vemino (Halian}—Medium black with dark-red pulp. Main crops only

* Sicilian Black—Medium-large, dark-black with red pulp, Very juicy and sweet. Two crops.
Synonyma: Fico Mara, Sal's Fig



